PROUD MOMENT — Left to right Sen. Jim Buck, Rep. Jacque Clements, Lt. Gow.
Becky Skillman, Andy Baker, owner of AndyMark, and Kathy Rogers and Monty Hen-
derson representing the Hoosier Heartland SBDC.

Hoosier Heartland Small Business
Development Center at Inventrek
helps companies succeed

by Lisa Fipps
managing adifor
editor@kokomoperspective com

When the Hoosier Heart-
land Small Business Devel-
opment Center wants to
explain how much it can
help an entrepreneur, it
points to AndyMark Inc. and
the Economic Development
through Growth and Entre-
preneurship (EDGE) Award
it received.

For a full story about the
company, turn to page E7.

AndyMark was among 20
Indiana businesses recog-
nized as stand-out estab-
lished businesses when the
Indiana Small Business De-
velopment Center Network
presented EDGE  awards
during a Statehouse cere-
TTROMLY.

Reforring to AndyMark
and 19 other Hoosier com-
panies, Lt. Gov. Becky Skill-
man said, “We know the
foundation of the Indiana
economy is built on the
ideas of entreprencurs
across the state. These 20
small businesses have con-
tinued to grow and create
jobs for Hoosiers despite a
very challenging national
OCOnomy.”

When AndyvMark's sales
of robotic parts to high
school robotic  teams
reached $300,000, Andy
Baker and Mark Koors real-

the Echelon group and time
spent with SBDC coun-
selors have helped us de-
velop an Employee
Handbook, address em-
plovee issues, and assist
with plan development for a
new product, TekTray. The
expertise shared by local
business professionals has
alzo been invaluable, with
relationships and contacts
established that will serve
us well in the coming
months  and, hopefully,
years.”

Now heres the clincher,
SBDC's services are free,
said Kathy Rogers, program
development director.

The Hoosier Heartland
SBDC serves 12 counties,
Benton, Carroll, Cass, Clin-
ton, Fountain, Howard,
Miami, Montgomery,
Tippecanoe, Tipton, Warren
and White and has two of-
fices, one at Inventrek and
one at Purdue University.

“We're more for the es-
tablished businesses and
can help with issues like
cash flow, price-projecting,
inventory control, market-
ing. Our goal is to help ex-
isting businesses thrive and
survive — and all of this is
at no charge,” Rogers said.

S0 many entrepreneurs
who need help don't know
about the SBDNC because it's
state-funded and there is a
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you want to remove the
snow for all the banks in
Howard County, the SBINC
can give you a complete list
of all the banks with contact
information — at no cost!

Here's another tool that
can help business-owners:
ESRI.

Say, for example, you are
thinking of setting up a store
at Washington and Lafoun-
tain streets to sell items for
dog owners. With marketing
resoarch done by ESRI and
accessible by SBIDC for free,
the SBDC can tell you how
much people in Howard
County spend on items for
dogs, if they buy dry dog
food or canned, how many
dog owners are in a set ra-
dius from that location, ete.

And if the business-owner,
paid for the same report, it
would cost more than
$1,000, Rogers said.

In addition, if you want to
start an ambulance service,
for example, the SBDC
would be able to tell you
what licenses, certifications
and other requirements you
had to meet — all for free.

As a partner with several
universities, SBDC can also
match entreprencurs  in
need of studies with under-
agradnate and oradoate stin-R







